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In this newsletter, you’ll find information about: 

● Important Dates
● Pick up and drop off times
● PHS Halloween
● Backpacks and lockers
● NWEA Fall Testing
● Chromebook Charging
● Out of Darkness Community Walk
● Cell phone policy
● Skyward
● School absences

Student Organization Tips from Mrs. DeWitt

For students who like to organize on paper, this week at a glance (link to copy 
here) can be printed off or used digitally. Use this on Sunday night to plan the 
week. Have them stick it on your fridge or keep a picture of it on their phone. 
It may help them manage Sunday anxiety too! 

It’s helpful to work with your student on how to stay organized. Many students 
do not have a way that they manage important dates, due dates, etc 
They may not be a paper person. Google calendar can be used to keep them 
up-to-date. I have the app on my phone and EVERYTHING goes in my 
calendar. 

Here’s a blog post and a 10 min video if you want to learn more!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17oUkKET4hGMY_G7xfrfZ0uhcc9GsLItmRHd3nh8AKbE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17oUkKET4hGMY_G7xfrfZ0uhcc9GsLItmRHd3nh8AKbE/edit
https://abbymurphyphoto.com/organize-schedules-google-calendar/


Important Dates

❏ September 17 - Constitution Day
❏ September 19-23 - Homecoming Week
❏ September 24 - Homecoming Dance
❏ September 28 - Mid-Quarter (halfway through the 9 weeks)
❏ October 5 - Fall Count Day
❏ October 26 - HALLoween
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Pick up and Drop off times

Here are the daily schedules for PHS. 

A traditional full day will start at 7:30 and end at 2:20.

Note that the student day starts right away at 7:30 (no morning cadre!) 
Please help your student get to school on time!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IFDM-x90TS5Wh1p88ghKFhM2Ip8OyAS2DZePCOH5T-E/edit
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Backpacks and Lockers

Students will continue to use their lockers between classes. This will mean that 
they will not be taking their bags to classes. If students need help with their lockers 
or difficulty with their combinations, they can see the main office for help.

Halloween at PHS

Join us on Oct 26 for a family-friendly event! 

Sign up on Eventbrite for your time slot! (only one registration per family is 
needed)

Eventbrite Link Here

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/portland-high-school-halloween-trick-or-treating-tickets-421985779827
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NWEA Fall Testing

Students have begun NWEA testing in their Math classes and will begin soon in 
their English classes.  The purpose of this testing is to establish if there are 
students who need extra support. The test is administered on the student 
computers and the test is unique and adaptive to each individual student. The 
NWEA happens three times a year and helps us monitor student progress and 
needs throughout the year. 

Out of Darkness Walk

The Out of the Darkness Community Walk is a journey of remembrance, hope, and 
support. It unites our communities and provides an opportunity to acknowledge 
the ways in which suicide and mental health conditions have affected our lives and 
the lives of those we love and care about.

If you're looking for support and/or resources, please visit www.afsp.org/get-help 
and www.afsp.org/resources.

Register and get more information here!

Lansing / Capital Area Walk  

10/01/2022

(No registration fee required)

Chromebook Charging

Please help remind your student to charge their chromebooks at night before 
school! Thank you!

https://supporting.afsp.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=8224


Cell Phone Policy
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All students at PHS are expected to keep phones out of the classroom at all times. 
This is to keep students engaged and focused on their school task-at-hand. This 
also helps students work on positive peer communication and interactions during 
the day. Students have access to their 1:1 devices (chromebooks) for music and 
other tools to help focus during work time. 

Students phones can be put away during class (in a pocket, purse, etc) but may not 
be on the desk or out during class. This includes students having in airpods curing 
instructional time. It is highly recommended that student phones are left in lockers 
to avoid any temptation to use them during class. 

The first time a phone is out during class, the student can pick their phone from 
the main office. After that point, a parent / guardian will need to pick up their 
child’s cell phone. 

If parents need to contact their child for any reason, please call the main office and 
we will call them down for a phone call or will deliver a message. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

Skyward

All families and students should have access to Skyward, either through the app or 
the website. This is essential as it is the way you view student progress, attendance, 
class updates, and more. We have also enabled an automatic email to be generated 
from Skyward every Sunday that will include grades for each class. Teachers are 
responsible for updating grades on a weekly basis. Families are encouraged to keep 
an eye on student progress within Skyward.

Please call the main office if you have questions with your account!

Absences

If your student is going to be absent for any reason this year, please give us a call to 
excuse their absence or you can email Mrs. Cochrane at 
bcochrane@portlandk12.org. All absences should be excused within 24 hours.


